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11 May 2015 

 
 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
The Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee will be aware that Susan Walker has 
stepped down as Convener of the Crofting Commission. I wanted to write to the Committee and keep 
you updated on next steps for filling the vacancies of Convener and Commissioner that now exist.  
 
The relevant Crofting Commission processes are governed by legislation including the Crofters 
(Scotland) Act 1993, as amended by the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act 2010, and the Crofting 
Commission (Elections) (Scotland) Regulations 2011. The legislation enables Ministers, in respect of 
both vacancies, to select and appoint a new Commissioner and Convener.  
 
However, I want to take a consultative and constructive approach to filling these vacancies and 
believe that we have an opportunity to further improve the Commission’s operation, transparency and 
accountability. I want to engage with the Commission, and in due course with your Committee, in this 
process.  
 
I am due to meet with the Commission on 22 May and plan to discuss these issues and others. I will 
revert to you thereafter and look forward to engaging with the RACCE committee further.  
 
Finally, I want to place on record with the Committee my appreciation for the contribution that Susan 
Walker made as Commissioner and Convener. She has led the Commission through a period of 
transformational change and has built strong foundations on which the organisation will now move 
forward. 
 
Kind regards 

 
AILEEN McLEOD 
 


